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COMMUNIQUÉ
Message from the President

Well, another year has come and gone! Each year it
seems to go by quicker and quicker. Thanks to the
support of many of you, we have been able to continue to
improve our wonderful neighborhood. My thanks to the
many volunteers that did come out to make this a place
where people want to live. If you have not had a chance
to come out, join us and get involved. Not only do the
volunteer efforts make this a better place to live, but also
you get to meet or become better acquainted with your
neighbors. We continue to see an influx of new people, so
jump in there and be part of our community spirit.
Many things have happened this year. The age of our
structures, continue to give us the need to revitalize,
much like the efforts many of us have seen for our
personal properties. We have a new sidewalk to enter our
pavilion/pool/tennis areas, an upgraded tennis court
fence, and continued improvements to our drainage
issues and clearing of some brush and tree areas. At the
same time, maintenance in the pavilion, bathhouse and
entrances have allowed us to “get the lights back on.” All
of these things help to improve our facilities and make
them more desirable for our use. The spring and fall
workdays provided a much-needed face-lift to our
community ahead of our upcoming events. Again, as in
the past, the many volunteers that organized and
participated in these events as well made the Easter Egg
Hunt, Meet and Great Social, and 4th of July festivities
possible. My thanks to all of you!
This fall, Halloween continued to be an influx of
many visitors to our community. Thanks to JSO officer’s
Briijan Laster and Raul Laster for their support. Also to
Bill Courtney and Jason Anderson who assembled a team
made up of John Leinhauser, Tim O’Keefe, Doug Smith,
Lewis Hunt, Gary Weise, Mark Hill and I, that we were
able to manage the large influx of people and traffic with
the traffic patterns and parking. This is not to say new
“challenges“ didn’t present themselves, particularly at the
main entrance area where we had not had an issue in the
past. As with all learning experiences, we will continue to
build on what we have learned and hopefully get through
our next time without any serious logjams. Thanks to this
team, we were able handle the large group of trick-ortreaters with many smiles on children’s faces. After many
years, kids and families continue to recognize the
generosity of this community.
Our Christmas decorations throughout the
neighborhood were a great sight as so many did a great

Charles Martin
job of setting-up lighting for all of us to enjoy and again
attracted many outsiders to come and see the seasonal
enthusiasm of our community. The luminaries continue
to be a beautiful sight. Thanks to the Women Club for
organizing the luminary drive and for doing such a
great job of decorating our entrances. I hear the
Women’s Club is developing some new ideas for
decorations for next year as the life cycle of many of our
decorations were getting to a point of necessary
replacement.
As the 2015-year came to an end, so ends the term
of part of the Secret Cove Board. This year we will be
losing Betty Raiford, George Green and myself. In our
three-year terms, we all have worked hard to guide and
develop this community for the future. It has been a
pleasure to have Betty and George as part of our team,
so please join me in expressing thanks to them all for
their dedication to our community. I would personally
like to thank the board, the volunteers, and members of
this community for the support they have given me for
my term as president.
I know most of you have seen the survey and
condition reports the board has been circulating
throughout the neighborhood. I would like to thank
Dale Lewis for leading this effort and organizing a
presentation, you will see in our upcoming annual
meeting. Also included in this Communiqué are some
background materials we will be discussing at our
upcoming annual meeting. As your new board takes on
2016 and future years, we will face the need to
rehabilitate, modernize, and/or add facilities to improve
the quality of life for our neighborhood. We will be
considering changes or enhancements to our properties,
but want to ensure we include the guidance of our
membership. We are contemplating some
improvements that will be presented at our annual
meeting dealing with a vision for our future. Remember,
this is one of the opportunities you have to make your
requests count, so come and help us guide the direction
of this community.

Secret Cove Board of Directors

President: Charles Martin………731-8747
Vice President: George Green..…737-9115
Treasurer: Mark Hill…………….504-9302
Secretary: Betty Raiford………….731-2417
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TRAFFIC AND IKEA ARE MAJOR CONCERNS FOR SE CPAC
George Banks, SCCA SE CPAC representative
As I previously reported, our
Southeast Citizens Planning Advisory
Council (SE CPAC) is now meeting at
the NEFAR Building at 7801
Deercreek Club Road, directly across
from the Avenues Mall.
The two most significant items
directly affecting the Secret Cove area
are the traffic improvements at I-95 &
Butler, and the new construction on
the northeast side of St. Vincent’s
Southside. The latter will increase
traffic in the area substantially. In
addition, there is proposal for 378
apartments at Butler and Southside
Boulevards. There is also a proposal
for 260 apartments near Dave &
Buster’s on Salisbury Roads. Both will
increase traffic in the I-95 & Butler
Boulevard area.

As most of you know,
Jacksonville will get an IKEA
store. It will be located at Gate
Parkway and I-295. Drive time
traffic in that area is already
congested. Look for it to get
worse. The matter is still before
city council. In addition, there is
more development along the west
side of St. John’s Town Center.
That will increase traffic in that
area.
In
January, SE
CPAC
Coordinator
Rosemary
Wesolowski and I met with the
principals of Englewood and
Wolfson High Schools, along
with an Assistant Superintendent
to discuss inviting students to
participate in the CPAC process.

Hidden Lake Update

Winter Landscape Tips

Dale Lewis
904-673-5679
Overall, the lake is in good shape. The water
clarity is excellent and there is no invasive
species problem. In early December, a white
Secchi Disk could be seen on the bottom in 17
feet of water. The lake water level is near the
design maximum and the water chemistry meets
all state and federal standards for a fishable,
swimmable body of water.
We added 5,000 Minnows, 700 Bream and
200 Catfish in mid-January, 2016. Combined
with our earlier purchases, we’ve added 12,000
fish of various non-bass types over the last 18
months. The bass population is reproducing on
its own. In canoeing the perimeter of the lake
over the last 3 months, we’ve seen thousands of
small fish darting about in the shallows, which is
a good sign. As always, you can send any
thoughts to Research@OurHiddenLake.org or
call me at 673-5679.

Two students from each school
attended. It was decided to move
forward. This is an excellent
opportunity to get students
involved in the government
process.
They will report to their
respective student bodies and
SAC’s
(School
Activities
Committees). This program is
expected to begin in the spring.
As always, we meet the 4th
Monday of each month. The Land
Use and Zoning Committee meets
at 5:45pm. The regular CPAC
meeting begins at 6:30. There is
plenty of free parking.

Becky Wern
If our temperatures stay cool, you shouldn’t need
to cut your lawns this month. Cutting them does
stimulate growth, so it’s better to just let them become
dormant – if mother nature will cooperate by keeping
temperatures cool.
This is an excellent time to prune back shrubbery
(unless it is spring flowering, like the azalea) and to
move plants. Dormant, or semi dormant plants lose less
moisture than actively growing plants.
Unless you are growing winter flowering annuals
or winter vegetables, there’s no need to fertilize until
March. Those azaleas that were tricked into flowering
(and the flowering Japanese Magnolia) will not be
likely to flower again this year. It takes months to make
the tiny embryonic flowers that sit and wait for spring.
Use the extra time to plan for landscape changes,
and rest. Spring will be here before we know it.

Limited Number of Free Trees Available to Homeowners in FL
The Florida Forest Service in partnership with the Arbor Day Foundation, is offering a limited number of
free trees to homeowners in the State of Florida. When you plant a tree in the right place, it can help save
energy and reduce utility bills. Each household can reserve one tree beginning January 15 by
signing up at www.arborday.org/floridatrees. Quantities are limited.
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Secret Cove Women’s Club
We have a ton of fun
at our Women's Club meetings but
one of the purposes of our group is
to beautify and enrich the
neighborhood. Please join us for a
meeting and see what an exciting
dynamic group of women we are.
We laugh and get to know our
neighbors, and we share a sense of
accomplish-ment for all the things
we do in the neighborhood.
February 1 … A get-moreacquainted Game Night! Another
hilarious evening of fun with
special parlor games at Ann
Tillinghast’s residence. Find out
which of our members served in the
military! Or what is the most exotic
place a member may have visited?
And what is the most unusual
hobby? Or maybe something
altogether different? Hmmm. Only
one way to hear the questions and
learn the mysterious answers …

Christina Ellenburg
plan to be there. 904-731-3712
March 7 … With the kiddies
in mind, we gather at the home of
Janie Cumiskey to meet, eat and
greet and Stuff Easter Eggs for the
community Egg Hunt held each
year in the Common Area. We
enjoy the camaraderie of stuffing,
and the kids love the thrill of the
hunt!
April 4 … Time to get down
to serious business! Yes, it does
happen, even for the Women’s
Club. We’ll be planning for next
year’s programs and adding up
the pluses and minuses of our
efforts this past year. We’ll also be
visiting, laughing and enjoying
ourselves, just because that’s
what we do. We will send out a
notice of the location of the
meeting.

Welcome New Neighbors!
∗
∗
∗

Secret Cove Lunch Bunch
Ladies of the Neighborhood
come one, come all to our Ladies
Lunch Bunch. Several times a year
we get together for lunch at a
nearby restaurant in the mid price
range. We try to go to a variety of
places to suit everyone's taste.
We've even tried breakfast a time
or two.
The best part is getting to
know our neighbors. We catch up
on news of what's happening in
the neighborhood, what's
happening in our lives all while
enjoying good food. We usually
only take an hour and 15 minutes
to an hour and a half. You can
plan your errands around our
lunch, so call, text, or send me
your e-mail and phone number
and we'll add you to our
notification list. My cell is 904-9236996 and e-mail is
Bollinger5@Bellsouth.net.
Welcome to our group, Carileen

Neighborhood Email

Terri Ely, Cynthia Mathews, and Betty Mathews
8248 Bateau Road South
Matt and Lynn Johnson
3509 Bateau Road West
John and Vicky Norse
3447 Hidden Lake Drive West

If you are not receiving the neighborhood
emails from Jenny Suber, please let her know,
suberjen@bellsouth.net.

SCCA Annual Meeting on January 25th
The Secret Cove Civic Association Annual Meeting will be conducted on Monday, January 25,
2016 at 7:00pm in the Westminster Presbyterian Church on Belfort Road. This is your chance to
take part in your community. You will be part of the planning and execution of your
neighborhood’s business and you can provide input on how your dues are put to work.
The SCCA Board wishes to remind you that all Board Meetings are open to all members of
the Association. The meetings are to be conducted on the second Tuesday of each month at
7:00PM. We will advise of the meeting location in a subsequent notification, or you can just
contact a board member for information

3

Yard of the Month!

Christmas Decoration
Winners*

Carolyn Peacock
October
Vanita Baldwin and Francis Shaw
3258 Hidden Lake Dr. W.

∗

3420 Secret Cove Place

∗

3452 Secret Cove Place

November
Chuck and Judy Martin
8231 Ketch Court

∗

8212 Bateau Rd S.

∗

8244 Hidden Lake Dr. S.

December
Michael and Janice Eller
8235 Bateau Rd. S.

∗

8249 Hidden Lake Dr. S.

∗

8352 Compass Rose Dr. S.

∗

3478 Hidden Lake Dr. E.

∗

3274 Hidden Lake Dr. W.

∗

3405 Hidden Lake Dr. W.

∗

3202 Old Port Circle W.

Congratulations to you ALL!

*in no particular order

Neighborly Concerns
Anonymous
Work Days. Secret Cove has an activity once or twice a year that's called Neighborhood Work
Day. For those of you who are unfamiliar with this activity here's what its all about. It's a few
hours on a Saturday morning when volunteers from our neighborhood (usually men, but there
have been women, teens and kids too), get together to help with clean up and maintenance in the
common areas of Secret Cove (aka, YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD). Most of the jobs are simple spreading mulch on the playground and the entrances, washing the pool chairs, pressure washing
the deck by the tennis courts, weeding and removing undergrowth around bushes, trimming trees,
etc. Without these work parties our Association would have to pay someone to do these tasks.
Over the years the numbers and make up of the volunteers has changed and fluctuated. In the
past, it was not unusual to have 20+/- people of varying ages. However, in the last few years, the
numbers of participants have decreased, and their ages have increased. Now, on most work days
there are just a handful of the same people doing the work - most of who are over the age of 65. In
addition, these committed people have been doing this for years; even when they worked 40-hour
weeks, and had the same home and family obligations that the younger generation has today.
So when you are out and about "doing your thing", and see your friends and neighbors
working to maintain and improve Secret Cove, maybe you should feel somewhat guilty.
Nevertheless, do stop and give them a big THANK YOU! Better yet, the next time you see the
announcement for an up coming Neighborhood Work Day, adjust your schedule so you can join in
to help continue to make Secret Cove a great place to live.
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