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COMMUNIQUÉ
Message from the President

See Our New Website at:

www.OurSecretCove.org

Dale Lewis

Secret Cove Is A Great Place to Live!

Our Home Prices Vary Widely

I find myself saying these words a lot, when I talk
with people both inside and outside of the
neighborhood. I also hear this phrase often, when I
talk with realtors. Secret Cove has a great reputation,
and your SCCA Board is focused on carrying this
positive reputation into the future.

It takes more than a good neighborhood to bring top
dollar for your home. You might think, since Secret
Cove homes brought an average of $107 per square
foot over the last couple of years, that your home
would sell for that price. You might be surprised. Sales
prices ranged from $64 to $146 per square foot.

Secret Cove Is A Great Value

Your Actions Really Matter

When you combine our location, our great
community spirit, and the range of our amenities with
the quality and condition of our homes, you get an
important number: home value. “Condition” is an
important part of the equation, and it applies to your
home, your yard, the lake, the pool, the pavilion, and
all the other assets in Secret Cove.

When we look at home sales in Secret Cove, we see
something interesting. Homes of the same size, on the
same street, can sell for prices that differ by $60,000 to
$80,000. We see a total range of prices from $146,000 to
$355,000 across the whole neighborhood. The big
differences are Kitchen upgrades, Bathroom upgrades,
Mechanical systems, Lakefront and Curb Appeal. The
last one also has a big impact on the value of your
neighbor’s home. There is real value in keeping your
yard mowed and your shrubbery trimmed, and it
means money in the bank, for all of us.

We Have A Firm Foundation
Your board is focused on the work needed to ensure
that the Association’s assets (pool, tennis courts, lake,
pavilion and more) look good, work as designed and
provide a solid foundation for increasing home
values. We have increased the dues this year, to fund
the repairs and improvements that are needed to
make sure that our neighborhood looks great and
functions well, as it approaches 40 years old. We want
prospective buyers to have a positive impression of
Secret Cove, before they visit your home.

We Can All Do Our Part
Maintaining our yards, keeping up our homes and
paying our association dues are a winning
combination. You will like the feeling of success, your
neighbors will appreciate your efforts, and you will see
a financial reward, as our neighborhood remains a
great place to live!

TRAFFIC TOPS CPAC CONCERNS
George Banks, SCCA Representative for SE CPAC
CPAC meeting attendance this year has been very good.
Traffic concerns generate most interest. For Secret Cove, the
intersection of Belfort Road and Gate Parkway will soon
produce major traffic backups due to the new apartments and
office buildings just east of the intersection. In addition, new
apartment construction at the intersection of Southside and
Butler will add to the congestion. The SCCA will be exploring
the possibility of adding lanes at the Belfort/Gate Parkway
intersection to better facilitate traffic flow.
Not in our area, but of concern, is the proposed IKEA
building at Gate Parkway & 295. That area is already a traffic
headache during drive time hours.
There was a serious crime incident at Belfort Circle
Parkway just south of the Daniel Memorial. Police have closed
that case. A recent Sheriff’s Neighborhood Walk in the area

reduced tensions. There were a few home
robberies on the North side of Secret Cove.
Lock home and car doors, and set alarms.
Continued on page 2
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…CPAC continued from page 1
Mayor Curry has reinstituted the
Neighborhoods Office in City Hall. This
should strengthen communications
among neighborhoods and pertinent
city offices.
From my Education Committee
standpoint, SCCA member Gary Weise
wants folks to know that the Early
College Program is an asset that allows
students to graduate with both a high
school diploma
and
a
college
Associates Degree. This program is
available at Englewood, Sandalwood,
Ribault and Lee High Schools.
As always, we meet the 4th Monday
of each month at the NEFAR building
across from the Avenues Mall. The
Land Use and Zoning Committee meets
at 5:45pm. The regular
CPAC meeting begins at
6:30. There is plenty of free
parking.

Thank You!
Dale Lewis
In the 21 years Mary and I have lived here, we have seen many of
you volunteer your time and talent to make Secret Cove a great
place to live. The list is amazing: Christmas Luminaries, the Easter
Egg Hunt, Boat Races, the July 4 Parade, Pool Games, the Spring
Meet and Greet, productive Work Days, Pool Closings, Halloween
security, our Neighborhood Watch, publishing the Communiqué
and more. Thank you.
I didn’t really understand what it takes to pull all of this together
until I came onto the board in 2015. My admiration for each of you
who has served as a board member over the last 38 years is deep.
Thank you.
I would especially like to thank Chuck Martin who, after 2 years as
Board President has stepped up to serve as the Buildings and
Grounds chairman, while serving as my mentor. Buildings and
Grounds is a job that never stops, working with vendors, planning
projects, and handling phone calls, and it has a big impact on the
community. Thank you.
Looking forward, I hope each of you will take the time to stop by
the pavilion and the playground. They are looking great after our
recent workdays. Please join us, at the pavilion and pool on May 21,
from 11:00 to 3:00, for the neighborhood Meet and Greet.
EVERYONE in Secret Cove is welcome, and I look forward to seeing
you there.

MAY 21 SECRET COVE BARBECUE

Baby Girl Birth Announcement

EVERYONE in Secret Cove is invited to our Spring Meet and Greet!

Mark and Jamie Hill welcomed a baby

May 21, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

girl, Mackenzie Lyne, on April 11.

SCCA will provide: the meat, drinks, and desserts. You bring a side dish.

Congratulations and welcome to our

We will have lunch at the pavilion from 11:00 to 1:00,
and then open the pool from 1:00 to dusk.

wonderful community Mackenzie!

If you are reading this, YOU ARE INVITED.

Housekeeping: Will share contact info.
She does a great job in my home. Please
call Jeannie for details. 733-3700

Call John Amico to RSVP, at 904-382-2400 or send an email to
johnamico3@gmail.com

Spring Landscape Tips

Becky Wern

Things have started growing and the neighborhood looks great. We are almost done with the messy part of oak
trees for the year and lawn mowing has begun - a late start with this cool spring. Make sure your lawn is mowed
with a sharp blade. This is easily checked by looking at the cut blade. A sharp blade leaves a clean smooth cut. A
ragged cut is an open invitation to fungal diseases (and they can be suppressed, not cured.) Your lawn mowing
company should also rinse off the underside of the cutting mechanism, although I don’t think anyone does that.
That means that any diseases, insects and weed seeds from the last customer come right over to your lawn.
Usually we start heating up at this time of the year and we get dry heat until early to mid June. This can be a great
stress on trees. The amount of water you apply to your lawn does not reach the roots of most trees. You may need to
water your trees additionally. You can do that with a hose. No matter who does your pest control and your lawn
mowing, it is up to the homeowner to look for problems. Therefore, a walk around the yard is very important.
Problems spotted early are solved much more easily than problems ignored.
We are in a transition period for flowers. Right now, the cool season flowers are blooming heavily. As the heat
comes on, some of these will fade out and it will be time to replace them with those hardy bloomers that can take
the heat and humidity.
Happy Spring!
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About The Lake
Dale Lewis, 673-5679
There are a few different ways to assess
the quality of the lake. Among them,
you could focus on the water chemistry
and clarity, or you could choose to
focus on maintaining a fish habitat.
From a water chemistry point of
view, the lake is in great shape. Water
clarity, oxygen levels, and pH are all
excellent, and are at normal values for
this time of year. The water is clear
enough that you can see a 9-inch
white disk on the bottom in 15 feet of
water. Lab tests show that fertilizer
levels (Nitrogen and Phosphorous)
are low, as is the algae level.
From a fishing perspective, the story
is different. If you look around the
lake, you will see that it is missing
many of the elements associated with
a productive fishing lake. To provide
food, cover, and nutrients, good
fishing lakes have: lots of vegetation
in and on the water, fallen trees and
brush that make good cover, and
water visibility that is generally less
than 5 feet. In many ways, Hidden
Lake is like a newly-dug pond, before
it evolves into a prime fishing area.
This week, when standing at the
north dock, we saw a school of 8 – 10
large bream, which was encouraging.
As we go through time, we will
continue to add Minnows, Bream, and
Shellcracker, but we will not be
adding any predator fish (Bass) as we
allow the lake to mature.
We held a “Bass Rodeo” on April 2,
with the purpose of removing the
juvenile Bass that are such aggressive
predators. Weather on the day of the
Bass Rodeo was not good. The four
families who expressed interest in
participating made some attempts
during the day, but without catching
any fish. We will try this again later
this year, after another round of fish
stocking. If you have any questions or
ideas, please contact me.
Research@OurHiddenLake.org

Buildings and Grounds Report
Chuck Martin
Our Spring Workday was a great success! We had 22 volunteers
participating on our workday this year and we were able to
accomplish many “Spring Cleaning” items that were very much
needed. These included the cleaning of the tennis court and pool
area, spreading of both playground and other common area mulch,
clearing of more overgrowth in the “back 40” area of the open field
behind the pool, and spreading of rock to support our drainage
system near the tennis court. You can certainly see the differences
made by these activities. Though you may not have noticed, we are
updating the camera system in the bathhouse area. Tom Wern spent
his time wiring and installing security cameras in the bathhouse. We
expect to have this operational by the pool opening date. The
women’s club provided us all a great lift from all the wonderful food
and beverages they furnished. My thanks to all you volunteers that
made this possible! I would also like to thank those that contributed a
donation, as they could not attend in person but wanted to be there in
spirit, so we could fund some of our necessary future enhancements.
You have probably noticed other maintenance activities occurring
around this time frame that make our properties more aesthetically
pleasing. The Belfort Road fence is being cleaned and revitalized.
Jenny Suber worked on the entrances to clear and freshen their
appearances. Doc Bolden has repainted the entrance sign as it was
showing some “age.” He also worked tirelessly in applying the
number of applications of ant killer this year in preparation for the
Easter Egg Hunt. It seemed like we have had an abundance of ants
this year. In the pavilion/playground area, you should also notice
some enhancements from our cleanup process. The pavilion has been
cleaned and stained to give it a “freshened” look. The border on the
playground has been raised and a new cap added. I would like to
give Doug Smith a special shout-out for his efforts on this border.
With spring upon us, growth is returning so we will still have
ongoing work to be done, so come out and join us
as we continue to improve your neighborhood.

The Easter Egg Hunt was a big
success this year! Over 80 kids joined
the hunt at Secret Cove Park on March
26 to find over 1,200 hidden
eggs. Prizes were awarded for finding
the two golden eggs, two silver eggs
and guessing the mystery amounts of
jellybeans and peppermints. The egg
toss was cancelled due to rain, so
practice up for next year! We wish to
thank the SCCA, SCWA, Janie
Cumiskey (for hosting the egg stuffing
party) and all of the many volunteers
who prepared the eggs, hid them and
assisted during the hunt festivities for
making this a special tradition
in Secret Cove. So much fun;
see you next year! Anna Norse
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Yard of the Month!
Carolyn Peacock
January
David and Pam Rothenburg
8243 Cutter Place
March
Jimmie and Shirl Thomason
3436 Secret Cove Place
April
Mike and Sheila Perkins
3274 Hidden Lake Drive West
Congratulations
to you ALL!

Secret Cove Women’s Club
Christina Ellenburg, 731-3712
WOW - another wonderful year has already
gone by in the blink of an eye. Time does fly
when we are having fun and at the same time
making a difference in the neighborhood.
When we look around our neighborhood we
see all the beautiful homes, awesome lake,
fabulous common grounds, but even better are
our neighbors. I have met wonderful women
who live in Secret Cove. Consider joining the
Women's Club. We not only help beautify our
neighborhood, but we take care of each other
too.
Please reach out to any of the officers if you
are interested in joining us at our monthly
meetings. I look forward to seeing you
September 12 at the Pavilion at 6:30 for our
beginning of the year dinner provided by the
Women's Club.
Our meetings are the first Monday of the
month normally at 7:00pm - unless we have a
dinner planned! Please come join us for a fun
and rewarding time!!!

A Secret Asset
Did you know that as a resident of Secret Cove you have
access to an asset worth ten's of thousands of dollars and two
years of time spent in school? I'm talking about the Early
College Program (ECP) offered at Englewood High
School. This program enables a student to graduate with an
Associates Degree in Science at the same time they earn their
High School Diploma. Through Englewood's business partner,
Johnson & Johnson Vision Care Inc., other exclusive benefits
include: guaranteed paid summer internships, one-on-one
mentoring, a new state of the art learning lab for these
Advanced Academy students, priority interviews at Vision
Care, Inc. after graduation, and more. Approximately 35
students are currently in this program. I know of one of these
students who was accepted at Stanton College Prep who chose
Englewood's ECP instead because of its numerous
advantages.
To find out more about this amazing program go to
Englewood, call: 739-5212 ext. 123, or check out:
http://www.duvalschools.org/domain/7597. Note ECP
applications are due May 9. Telling others about this program
will make more people want to live in Secret Cove and thus
help increase our property values. Submitted by Gary Weise,
SCCA Board Member & Englewood H.S. SAC Member.

REAL ESTATE TRENDS & SECRET COVE AT GLANCE FOR 2016
One thing about the real estate industry, it is cyclical in nature. Evaluating the past gives us a look into what the future
might hold for the real estate market. There is no magic ball to predict the future however there are indicators that affect the
real estate market. What we have experienced over the last several years is not the first time we have experienced difficult
times in real estate. In the 80’s, the real estate industry took a hard hit when the S&L’s collapsed. Mortgage interest rates
soared to 17-18%. The market was flooded with investor owned rental properties when congress eliminated tax incentives
that once made rental property a profitable venture. With economic uncertainty, consumer spending tightened; the real
estate market came to a standstill, resulting in a drop in property values. Sounds familiar to what we have experienced over
the last several years. This time around, we had record number of foreclosures and short sales, which made a significant
impact on our housing market. We can gain insight by looking at the past and the indicators that drive the real estate market
up and down.
The good news is that real estate market is finally on the rebound in Jacksonville and the future looks bright for Secret
Cove. With interest rates at an all time low, a growing demand, a limited supply of homes for sale, we should start to see
increased appreciation. According to the Northeast Florida’s Association of Realtors and an article in the Florida Times
Union (available upon request), we have four months of inventory remaining which suggests that at the current rate of sales,
within four months all the listed property would be sold. That is great news for sellers since supply & demand is one of the
key indicators that affect property values. In some areas and price ranges, we are experiencing multiple offers, another great
sign that the market is improving.
If you are in the market to sell your home in the near future, please keep the following in mind. Pricing your home is one of
the most important steps to selling your home. Price is not only driven by what comparable homes have sold for in the last
six months, but also what the demand is for your home and subdivision. Historically, Secret Cove has always been in high
demand and my personal opinion it is one of the very best neighborhoods in all of Jacksonville. Another important factor in
pricing your home is to know if the home will appraise for the sales price. Keep in mind that the appraiser works for the
lender so in essence, appraised value is what the bank will lend and market value is what the buyer will spend. Therefore, it
is of the utmost importance to know the past sales as well as the current market demand.
On a side note, there is financing available that will allocate funds for improvements and the appraisal will be based on the
improved value of the property, which is a very helpful program for homes that need updating or repairs.
When you are getting ready to sell, please feel free to call me for a no-obligation consultation. I have been a resident of Secret
Cove since 1997 and have a vested interest in what homes sell for in our community. I have worked in the real estate industry
for 30 years and have experienced the highs & lows of real estate. Please feel free to call me with any of your real estate
needs. I AM HERE TO HELP! If you want to keep informed of what homes are selling for, email me at
CellinoRealtyGroup@gmail.com with SECRET COVE UPDATES in the subject line. Michele Kuntz, Licensed Real Estate
Broker /Owner of Cellino Realty Group (904) 524-6324
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Editor in Chief, Kari Eng, (kari.eng@live.com)

