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2016 SCCA Members  
receive yellow mailbox stickers.  

These families do their part to make sure we have a clean lake, well-kept grounds, and 
an active neighborhood, protecting all of our home values. 

 

The Board thanks ALL our SCCA Members! 

Message from the President 
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Secret Cove Is A Great Place to Live! 
   If you stood on Hidden Lake Drive and watched 
the July 4 Parade roll by, if you cheered during the 
Boat Races or watched the kids running and 
tossing water balloons at the ball field, you know 
this is a great place to live. The Parade, Boat Races, 
Picnic, Fishing Contest, Field Games, Bake-Off, 
Pool Games, and Fun Run are the result of 
volunteers who embody a blend of patriotism, 
family focus, joy, and community service. Every 
year, dozens of people get up early and stay up 
late making it all happen, and we all benefit from 
their service. To all you volunteers, thank you! 
Board Action: Reducing Door-to-Door Soliciting 
   We’ve seen commercial solicitors in Secret Cove 
this year, going door to door, selling windows, 
roofing, doors, security systems and magazines. In 
some cases, these “salesmen” may actually be 
criminals, checking your house as an opportunity 
for theft. 
   The City of Jacksonville can help us reduce the 
number of people who come to your door. The city 
will enforce a “No Soliciting” zone in Secret Cove, 
if we provide the city with “No Soliciting” 
petitions signed by more than 60% of the residents 
in the neighborhood. With these signs in place, all 
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   The summer heat and vacations have affected attendance at 
SE CPAC meetings the last two months, but we still have strong 
followings. 
     Traffic concerns generate most interest, especially at the 
Butler Boulevard – I-95 intersection. It will only get worse 
with more apartments being built on Gate Parkway at St. 
Vincent Southside. Continued on page four… 

COMMUNIQUÉ  
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solicitors and peddlers are prohibited from entering 
the neighborhood. John Amico will be leading the 
petition effort, and will be coordinating with our 
Neighborhood Watch team. If you would like to 
help, please reach out to John. 
Board Action: Increasing Playground Restroom 
Access 
   In the past, only Pool or Tennis members have had 
access to the restrooms at the playground area. This 
year, we’re making restroom keys available for all 
SCCA members. These keys will give restroom 
access only, and will cost $10. To use the pool, 
members will still need to purchase a pool 
membership. Chris Henderson will lead this effort. 
Board Action: Making Membership Easier 
   We currently are at an 86% membership level, 
compared to 87% at this time last year. For 2017, we 
are going to offer the option of making 12 monthly 
payments, starting the first week of January. If your 
finances are challenging, you will now be able to be 
a part of the community for what is essentially $1 
per day, spread over 12 months. Secret Cove is 
already a great value, and this should make 
membership affordable for everyone. Continued on 
page four… 
 

www.OurSecretCove.org 
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Secret Cove Women’s Club…More Work………More FUN!!! 

 

Secret Cove Real Estate Update 
There have been seven home sales this year. The highest value received, $299,237 was for a home with fresh 
upgrades to the kitchen and baths, an enclosed pool and excellent landscaping. This home brought $156 per square 
foot. The lowest value received, $200,200 was for a home in need of extensive upgrades, which is now under 
renovations. This home brought $87 per square foot. 
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   CALLING ALL LADIES OF SECRET COVE!!! On 
behalf of Secret Cove Women’s Club, I would like to 
take this opportunity to invite all the women 
residing in Secret Cove to come and join in all the 
fun (and some work) of the SCWC. The SCWC puts 
together the bags for the luminaries and then sells 
the bags in December before Christmas Eve. For all 
of the residents that have been here during the 
Christmas season, the entire neighborhood looks 
amazing with the streets lined with all of the bags 
aglow. And speaking of Christmas, we also get to 
award neighbors for the great efforts in decorating 
their yards. We also stuff Easter eggs, award Yard of 
the Month, and much, much more. I think the best 
part of SCWC is getting together once a month and 
socializing with neighbors. 
   I remember when I first moved into Secret Cove, 
now close to 20 years ago. I went to a women’s club 
meeting with the hopes of meeting some women 
within the neighborhood. Much to my dismay, at 
that time, it seemed to me that the women at the 
meeting were, how do I say this without offending 
anyone, had lived a “few” more years than I had? 
Consequently, I felt so out of place I did not return to 
any more of the meetings until a couple of years ago.  
   Let me assure EVERYONE that the Women’s Club 
has changed significantly. The Women’s Club has 
members of all ages; young ladies with small 
children, middle aged with teenagers, retirees, 
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widows, single, married, etc. What I am trying to get to 
is no matter your age, living situation, or anything else, 
you will feel right at home. We meet the first Monday of 
each month. September’s meeting is postponed for a 
week in observance of Labor Day. 
   Like every year, there are some fluctuations with dates 
for activities. Following are dates to mark on your 
calendar for the fall and into the Holiday season: 
September 12- 6:30pm - Pavilion - General membership 
meeting and committee selection. Dinner will be 
provided.  
November 7 - Pavilion - Luminary Bags. 
We will be counting bags and candles. Are you 
wondering what I am talking about? Come by the 
Pavilion (watch message board for time, 6:30 or 7:00pm) 
and see a BUNCH of candles, bags waiting to be 
counted, and boxes ready to be packed by our members 
while we all chat and laugh.  
November 19 - Neighborhood lights and decorating for 
the Holiday Season. SCWC will be decorating the north 
and south entrance Saturday morning (time to be 
announced). Since we will be at the entrances, please use 
caution when driving in and out of the neighborhood. 
Please alert your friends and neighbors to be cautions 
also. Please note that although we will be putting up 
lights this day, they will not be lit until the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, November 25 and be turned off on 
January 2, 2017. Continued on page four… 
 
 

2016 Sales Value per Square Foot 
Date Address Sq Ft $ Sq Ft Sale Price

6/6/2016 8241  BATEAU  RD  S 2313 87$         200,200$    
3/7/2016 8332  COMPASS ROSE  DR  S 2172 96$         208,000$    
1/15/2016 3209  CORVETTE  PL  2070 101$       210,000$    
3/31/2016 3465  HIDDEN LAKE  DR  E 2136 118$       253,000$    
2/22/2016 8365  COMPASS ROSE  DR  S 2255 124$       280,000$    
1/4/2016 8284  BATEAU  RD  S 1856 129$       240,000$    
7/10/2016 8205  HIDDEN LAKE  DR  N 1916 156$       299,237$    

2016 Secret Cove Home Sales 

As the year to date results show, upgrades, condition and 
curb appeal matter more than the overall size of your 

home. Curb appeal also helps your neighbors! 
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Yard of the Month! 
 Carolyn Peacock 

May 
Doc Bolden  
3165 Old Port Circle E. 
 
June 
Don & Debbie Harford   
3244 Hidden Lake Dr. E  
 
July 
Cyril & Caroline Holderfirld 
3265 Brigantine Pl. 
 
Congratulations to you ALL! 
 

 

Buildings and Grounds Report 
Chuck Martin 

         We are continuing to work to improve the 
appearance of our facilities in order that our 
membership can take advantage of our wonderful 
neighborhood. A rebuild of the north dock deck 
has been completed and a complete “face-lift” of 
the south dock with its new finish is completed.       
   For those that have had a chance to utilize the 
playground area, you should notice an 
improvement in the border around this facility.  
   Other areas include, an improvement of our 
irrigation systems as well as working to keep these 
systems operating properly to fight the drought 
periods of the spring and summer.  
   I would like to give a special “shout-out” to 
Katie, Mary, and Dale Lewis for some of their latest 
projects.  We now have five new benches in the 
pool, playground, and volleyball areas due to their 
efforts. They also refinished the Adirondack chairs 
at both the north and south docks. Well-done 
Lewis family!  
   For the fall, we plan to improve the common 
grounds road and will be working to add electrical 
and irrigation to the Secret Cove Drive South area. 
We will also be completing the upper deck of the 
north dock, so keep an eye out for our call for 
volunteers on this project. This will be done when 
things cool down. 
   Please help us keep our facilities clean by making 
sure to help us police the area and keep it neat, and 
don’t forget to come out and use your facilities! 

If you attended the Meet & Greet, please check your cabinets. Are you 
missing a Calphalon 9"x13" pan, or a 12" orange plastic bowl, a Pampered 
Chef rubber spatula/spoon, a black plastic serving spoon, a clear plastic 
serving fork? If any of these items belong to you please contact Karen at 
739-7447 or kvweise@gmail.com. 

Welcome New Neighbors! 

∗ Jay and Melissa Baker  
3465 Hidden Lake Drive East 

∗ Brian and Sara Corrigan 
3209 Corvette Place  

∗ Kushtrim and Amanda Gruda 
8284 Bateau Road South 

∗ Paul W. Nelson 
8332 Compass Rose Drive South 

∗ Ganapathi  Srinivasan and Nitya Sivasubramanian 
8365 Compass Rose Drive South 

 

About The Lake 
Dale Lewis, 673-5679  

         I hope you were one of the more than 100 people 
who came to the north and south docks on July 3rd to be 
a part of the Fishing Tournament and Boat Races. We 
had a great time, as our kids pulled fish out of the 
water, and as we cheered for the 6 kayaks and 3 canoes 
as they splashed, paddled and flew (nearly) around the 
course! 
   There is no other neighborhood in Jacksonville where 
you can fish, paddle, or just enjoy the view from the 
shore, on a community lake that sparkles in the golden 
evening sun. If you haven’t seen the photos, just go to 
our website, www.OurSecretCove.org Better yet, plan 
to be with us next year, and share in the fun! 
   Regarding the health of the lake, we are approaching 
the time of the year when we’re most vulnerable to 
algae growth. The water is very clear now, with a Secchi 
disk visible in 16 feet of water on July 10. Therefore, the 
short-term outlook is positive. 
   However, high water temperatures and still waters 
are favorable to algae growth. The water temperature is 
at its annual high, at just over 90 degrees. The Dissolved 
Oxygen level at dawn on July 10 was 5.0 ppm, which is 
at the lower end of the range needed for fish 
populations to reproduce.  
   If we have significant rainfall over the next two 
months, the flushing action (causing the spillway to 
overflow), coupled with the lowered pH, will help us 
avoid troublesome levels of algae. Mary and I are 
checking the lake every week, and you can see the 
current results by checking the community website. For 
now, the lake looks great, and I encourage you to enjoy 
it as often as you can! 
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President’s Message Continued…  
Mark Hill, our Treasurer, will be leading this effort, and signup 
will start in September. 
Board Action: Protecting Your Property Values 
   People have said “I’m not going to pay my dues, since I don’t use 
the playground or the pool.” I struggle with this logic, since our 
basic membership dues are intended to protect your home’s value, 
NOT to serve as a user fee. Please think about the following example. 
   Think about the half-mile of fence on Belfort Road, sagging, 
splotchy and with missing boards. Envision the stonework at the 
entrances, with missing chunks, and the Secret Cove sign faded and 
dull. Imagine that the grass at the ball field is over knee high, the 
south dock closed due to its condition and the lake water murky and 
choked with weeds.  
   Now, ask yourself this question: If Secret Cove looked like this, how 
much would my house be worth? The answer is simple; your house 
would be worth $50,000 to $100,000 less than it is today.  
Four Important Facts 
   As I mentioned in the April Communiqué, the Board’s goal is to 
protect Secret Cove’s reputation as a great place to live. Consider the 
following: 1) As you look around at the fences, lake, playground, 
docks, sidewalks and grounds, you can see the work is getting done. 
2) We’re taking steps to improve your privacy, and to make the 
playground area more user-friendly. 3) The new, 12-month payment 
plan will make membership within reach for every homeowner. 4) 
We could do even better, and reduce everyone’s dues by $40 per year, 
if all homeowners joined the association.  
   Given these four important facts, I hope that each of you will choose 
to help us keep Secret Cove a Great Place to Live! 
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CPAC Update Continued… 
     Sheriff Mike Williams was our guest 
speaker in May. He cited three vital 
elements:  running an efficient and lean 
department with the resources on hand, 
reducing violent crime, and the active 
involvement by his officers and himself. 
Sheriff Williams says the hiring of 40 
additional officers since he took office is 
helping. 
     John Shelhorn, the Chief of Mosquito 
Control, spoke to the SE CPAC in June, 
addressing the Zika virus. Shelhorn says 
the Zika virus is not new and is mostly 
confined to South America. Cases arising 
in the U.S. are due to international 
travelers bringing the virus here. As for 
our usual mosquito problems, Shelhorn 
says eliminate standing water, as in tires 
or barbeque catch basins. Changing 
water, at least once a week in birdbaths 
also helps. 
     The SE CPAC meets the 4th Monday 
of each month at the NEFAR building 
across from the Avenues Mall. The Land 
Use and Zoning Committee meets at 
5:30pm. The regular CPAC meeting 
begins at 6:30. There is plenty of free 
parking. 
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SCWC Continued…  
December 3 - 6th Annual Children’s Holiday Craft 
Day - Common Grounds 11:30am to 1:30pm.  
All children are invited to come to the common 
grounds. Parents will be able to watch their 
children create a small craft with the option of 
displaying it on the neighborhood Christmas tree 
displayed at the Main Entrance, or they can take it 
home. We are very excited that more children 
participate in this event each year. 
December 10 and 17 - Luminary Sales 9:00am - 
3:00pm Main Entrance. Don’t be the only house on 
your block without the beautiful lights lining the 
streets. Please come by, support your neighborhood 
and Women’s Club, and purchase your luminaries. 
SCWC women staff shifts to provide you with the 
luminaries. Proceeds from the sales go to help 
beautify the neighborhood and to provide gifts for 
everyone to enjoy. Some of the items SCWC have 
provided include a new grill to the pavilion, new 
tables and chairs, umbrellas for the pavilion and 
poolside—these are only some of the past gifts to 
the community from SCWC. 
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December 11 - Christmas Lights Competition Night  
SCWC ladies…. take to the streets and cast your votes to 
choose the winners of this year’s Christmas decorations. 
It is such a difficult task because we have so many 
fabulous displays, but what a fun and rewarding task. 
December 12 - Pot Luck Christmas/Holiday supper. 
6:30 pm Mark your calendar because you don’t want to 
miss this. We will gather (location to be announced) and 
enjoy the fun of neighbors this special night. We always 
have a GREAT time. 
   If you have ANY questions, meet the new officers. At 
our May Pot Luck, the following members were elected 
to lead the SCWC for the following year. Any of the 
officers can give you any information needed. 

 
2016 - 2017 SCWC Officers: 

President: Carolyn Peacock…...733-3049 (h) 536-5346 (c) 
Vice President: Christine Braddock…………….739-2714 
Treasurer: Betty Raiford………………………….731-2417 
Secretary: Jenny Suber…………………………...737-9699 
 


